
CEO CORNER

Dear UCP-LI Family,

2025 is quickly marching along and, as we enjoy the nice weather, I am filled with
immense gratitude for the many people who helped build UCP-LI into a premier
organization committed to people with disabilities and their families over the past 75
years. We are fortunate that we continue to have a dedicated Board, leadership team,
staff, families, and individuals we support that are all joined in one common purpose.

Every day we continue to benefit from the passions and hard work of the members of
our UCP community. We have enjoyed volunteer beautification projects that made our
outdoor spaces more welcoming. We have benefited from practice job interviews for
people seeking employment. We are grateful for the many volunteers from Deloitte,
Jovia Financial Credit Union, and Webster Bank that continue to support us and are
actively engaged in our community. It is truly because of the vibrant UCP-LI community
that we continue to thrive.

We celebrated graduation/moving up for many of our students at The Children’s
Center. It’s always a wonderful day to see our families and students celebrating their
many achievements. In addition, we hosted our annual prom for our students and their
families. The staff did an amazing job organizing and decorating for both events. We
are so grateful for the hard work and innovation of all our staff. They are critical to our
ability to achieve our mission every day.

As always, we are grateful for the support of our donors, families, volunteers, and staff
as we continue celebrating our 75th Anniversary. We hope you will join us at one or
more events to celebrate and ensure we are able to carry on the important mission of
UCP-LI.

Warm Regards,

Colleen Crispino, President and CEO

UCP-LI CELEBRATES 75 YEARS OF SERVICE

This year, UCP of Long Island is proudly celebrating 75 years of supporting individuals
with intellectual and developmental disabilities. Since 1950, we’ve been committed to
providing vital programs and services that foster opportunities and provide support for a
person’s lifetime.

https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=0b7304ee-3c9e-4923-ba42-e29e89e50c6b


As part of this special milestone, our 2025 events will include a 75th Anniversary
Sponsorship opportunity! Anniversary Sponsors will receive monthly social media
acknowledgments, recognition as an Anniversary Sponsor at all UCP-LI 2025 special
events, and inclusion in UCP-LI’s Anniversary Gala E-Journal.

Help make UCP-LI’s 75th year extraordinary—your support makes all the difference.
Here's to celebrating 75 incredible years together!

75 YEARS OF LEADERSHIP:
SPOTLIGHT ON IRA JACOBS, UCP-LI'S SECOND CEO

As we continue to celebrate 75 years
of UCP of Long Island, we proudly
recognize the visionary leaders who
helped shape our mission and
expand our impact. Ira Jacobs, UCP-
LI’s second CEO, led the
organization from 1979 to 1993 — a
period marked by innovation, growth,
and transformation.

Under Ira’s forward-thinking
leadership, UCP-LI significantly
expanded its residential, vocational,
and adult day programs, opened new
service locations, and became the
first agency in Suffolk County to earn
national accreditation from CARF
(Commission on Accreditation of
Rehabilitation Facilities) — a
prestigious recognition of quality and
commitment to excellence. UCP-LI's second CEO Ira Jacobs

Ira also launched meaningful recreational initiatives, including the Suffolk Seagulls, a
competitive sports team that empowered athletes with disabilities to participate in
regional, national, and international competitions. His tenure also included the
renovation of the Indian Head Road residence, further creating a Life Without Limits
for those we serve.

SPOTLIGHT ON KATHLEEN MAUL, UCP-LI'S THIRD CEO

From 1993 to 2003, Kathleen Maul served as CEO of UCP of Long Island, leading a
decade of innovation, growth, and progress. Under her leadership, UCP-LI
launched The Employment Connection, expanded the Diagnostic and Treatment
Center with 24/7 physician coverage and a dental suite, and opened new Adult Day
and Residential programs.

She introduced inclusive initiatives like after-school sports, arts, respite programs, day
habilitation focused on community integration. She also oversaw the opening of
the ECHO Program and began construction of Eaton Knolls, an independent residential
complex honoring founder Nina Eaton.

Kathleen was beloved by staff, people we support, and her colleagues from across
Long Island and the UCP Network. She was a true champion of the mission of UCP-LI,
and her passion did not end at our doors. She was a leader in the field in New York
and in the UCP Community.



In her memory, UCP National presents a leadership award in her name every year at
the annual conference.

UCP-LI's third CEO Kathleen Maul

FROM DREAM TO DELIVERY:
CHRIS'S 75TH ANNIVERSARY SPOTLIGHT STORY

As we honor UCP-LI’s 75th
Anniversary, we’re proud to spotlight
the everyday stories that reflect our
mission of creating a Life Without
Limits for individuals with disabilities.

One example is Chris, a longtime
participant in our Adult Services
Program. For over seven years,
Chris has worked toward his dream
of becoming a mail delivery person.

Chris in the mail room picking up a delivery

With unwavering determination—and the guidance of our dedicated staff—Chris built a
resume, practiced interview skills, and ultimately secured his dream role. Today, he
proudly delivers mail throughout our Adult Services Program, he has increased his
independence and built skills that will help him in the future.

Watch the video to follow Chris’s journey and see how far he’s come since joining
​UCP-LI.

Watch Chris Share His Story

OPEN HOUSE AT THE CHILDREN'S RESIDENTIAL

https://vimeo.com/1090862451


PROGRAM

Children's Residential Program staff
at the Open House

UCP of Long Island hosted an Open
House at our Children’s Residential
Program (CRP). Representatives of local
school districts attended the Open House.

As a long-standing leader in residential
and educational services, UCP-LI is
committed to providing a nurturing, home-
like environment for children and young
adults ages 5–22 with a wide range of
intellectual and developmental disabilities.
Our CRP offers 24/7 care, with an
interdisciplinary team ensuring that the
skills children learn at school are
continually reinforced at home.

The Open House gave attendees an inside look at how we support each child’s growth,
independence, and well-being. We’re grateful to everyone who came out to explore the
program and meet our dedicated staff.

We currently have opportunities for the CRP and are accepting new referrals!

To learn more, contact: nzaidi@ucp-li.org 631-543-4500 x220

OVER THE RAINBOW & ONTO THE NEXT ADVENTURE �

Student Anthony with his parents and Michael
Scheid, Long Island Regional Director for
Senator Kirsten Gillibrand at graduation

What a day to remember at The
Children’s Center—from cap and gown
during the day to dancing shoes at night,
our students celebrated in style.

The day kicked off with a graduation
ceremony honoring the incredible
accomplishments of our students.

Families, staff, and community members
came together to cheer on our graduates
as they received their diplomas, with a
special visit from Michael Scheid, Long
Island Regional Director for Senator
Kirsten Gillibrand. A special thank you to
Mr. Scheid for joining us and helping to
present the students with their certificates.

But the celebration didn’t stop there…

As the sun set, the school was transformed into a rainbow-themed wonderland for prom
night!

Hallways and the gym lit up with color, music, and joy as students, families, and staff
danced the night away and made unforgettable memories.

https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/email#


From day to night, it was a true celebration of growth, community, and the bright futures
ahead.

Congratulations to all of our graduates—your next adventure awaits!

The McGoldrick family joined by the Sorrells family enjoying the prom

PUZZLE POWER AT THE CHILDREN'S CENTER

Thank you to Nobody Starves
on Long Island for their
generous donation of puzzles to
UCP-LI’s Children’s Center,
made on behalf of Serve All NY.

These puzzles are not only
bringing joy to our students, but
also support learning, problem-
solving, and fine motor
development through play. The
smiles on their faces say it all!

We are so grateful for
community partners who help us
create meaningful, enriching
experiences for the children we
serve.

Students playing with the puzzles that were donated

COMMUNITY IN ACTION:

​DELOITTE MAKES A DIFFERENCE AT THE CHILDREN'S

CENTER



We were thrilled to welcome back the
incredible team from Deloitte to UCP-
LI this year for another Impact Day.
This year, Deloitte volunteered at The
Children's Center.

This year’s volunteer projects
included painting a vibrant new
mural, building benches and picnic
tables, and planting and weeding
flower beds to beautify our school
grounds. Thanks to their hard work,
our outdoor spaces are now more
welcoming, colorful, and joyful —
creating an enriching environment
where every child can learn, grow,
and thrive.

Community partnerships like this help
us build a more inclusive world, one
act of kindness at a time. Thank you,
Deloitte, for being part of our
mission! Deloitte volunteers and student gardening

Interested in volunteering with UCP-LI? Contact: cschramm@ucp-li.org 631-232-0011
ext. 450

Deloitte volunteers

 Video from the Deloitte Volunteer Day

THE CITIZENS FIRST GROUP AT UCP-LI NAMED AS SELF-
ADVOCACY GROUP OF THE YEAR

This month, the Citizens First Self-
Advocacy group at UCP of Long Island
was recognized as the Self-Advocacy
Group of the Year for the Long Island

https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/email/edit/activity/0b7304ee-3c9e-4923-ba42-e29e89e50c6b#
https://vimeo.com/1091847377


Region at the 2025 Long Island Regional
Self-Advocacy Conference hosted by Self
Advocacy of New York State (SANYS).

At the conference, our advocates
connected with peers from across the
region, shared their stories with pride,
passion, and purpose. The event was a
powerful celebration of voice, choice, and
leadership within the self-advocacy
community—and the Citizens First group
truly shined.

This experience was made possible
thanks to scholarship support from the
Self-Advocacy Coalition and Friedberg
JCC. We are so grateful for their
dedication to empowering self-advocates
across Long Island.

Citizens First continues to lead the way,
showing what it means to speak up, stand
strong, and advocate for a more inclusive
world.

Citizen First Particpants at the Long Island
Regional Self-Advocacy Conference

CELEBRATING PARTNERSHIP:
COASTLINE WEALTH MANAGEMENT GIVES BACK

Thank you to Coastline Wealth Management for their generous $5,000 donation,
sponsored through their broker-dealer, Kestra. This meaningful contribution was made
in recognition of Coastline receiving an Outstanding Business Award— an honor well-
deserved for their ongoing commitment to community support.

During a recent visit to our Adult Services Program, representatives from Coastline &
Kestra toured our facility, met with participants, and saw firsthand how their support
makes a difference in the lives of individuals with disabilities. They presented the
donation to UCP-LI President & CEO Colleen Crispino, and to program participants
Amanda L. and Michelle S.

We are grateful for partners like Coastline who help us further our mission of
empowering individuals with disabilities to live a Life Without Limits.

Interested in getting your business involved?
Contact cschramm@ucp-li.org or call 631-232-0011 ext. 450 to learn how you can
make a lasting impact.



Employees from Coastline Wealth Management and Kestra presenting a check to President & CEO
Colleen Crispino and Adult Services participants Amanda L. and Michelle S.

BRUSHSTROKES ARTISTS TRANSFORM
NEW YORK THERAPY PLACEMENT SERVICES (NYTPS)

The talented Brushstrokes artists had the experience of seeing their artwork installed at New
York Therapy Placement Services (NYTPS) for the very first time.

These dedicated artists poured their creativity and heart into painting 140 ceiling tiles—each
one featuring vibrant jungle scenes, serene night skies, and bold colors that now transform
NYTPS’s waiting area and sensory gym into a space full of beauty and imagination.

To celebrate their incredible work, NYTPS honored each artist with a certificate of recognition.

We’re deeply grateful to NYTPS for believing in our artists and embracing their talents. This
partnership is a powerful reminder of what can happen when art, inclusion, and community
come together.

NYTPS Staff and UCP-LI Adult Services Staff and "Brushstrokes Artists" at the ceremony

Watch the "Brushstrokes Artists" at NYTPS

https://vimeo.com/1096037439?share=copy


UCP-LI ADULT SERVICES HOSTS 3RD ANNUAL OPEN
HOUSE

UCP of Long Island proudly hosted its
3rd Annual Adult Services Open House,
welcoming families and community
members for a day of connection,
creativity, and celebration.

Guests toured program areas including
our adaptive art exhibit Johnny's Way,
culinary and woodshop programs, self-
advocacy group Citizens First, and
Special Olympics.

Highlights included a lunch, live
entertainment, a participant talent
showcase, and speeches from staff,
participants, and families. The event
celebrated the passion, progress, and
possibilities that define our Adult
Services Program — and the vibrant
community that brings it all to life.

Adult Services Participants Toni Ann, Janine, and
Amanda performing for guests at the Open House

The day would not have been possible without the tireless efforts of UCP-LI staff members,
supervisors, our musical band, and the many parent volunteers from our “We Are Family”
group.

Watch the Adult Services Open House

HURRICANE SEASON IS HERE-
ARE YOU READY LONG ISLAND?

Hurricane season runs now through November 30th, and preparation is key to staying safe.
At UCP of Long Island, we care about the safety of our entire community and want to ensure
you’re ready to protect what matters most.

Here are a few simple steps you can take today:

Make a Plan

Build a go-bag

Sign up for NY Alerts

Let’s stay safe, strong, and prepared—together.

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS

https://vimeo.com/1098604591?share=copy
https://www.ready.gov/plan
http://ready.gov/kit
http://alert.ny.gov


Cornhole Tournament Tickets & Sponsorships

Virtual 5K Walk & Wheel Registration & Sponsorships

A Life Without Limits Gala Tickets & Sponsorships

Handbag Bingo Tickets & Sponsorships

UCP TEAM MEMBER OPENINGS-JOIN OUR AMAZING TEAM

At UCP of Long Island we provide excellent programs and services to people with intellectual
and developmental disabilities. We are an agency of success stories and we witness progress
in the lives of children and adults with disabilities each day. We could not do it without a
dedicated team of professionals whose passion and commitment propel us to be a leader in
the industry. Do you want to be part of something special?

Our staff come from all backgrounds and have a wide range of expertise. Our employees
include Registered Nurses, Residential Managers, Direct Support Professionals, Physical
Therapists and Maintenance Mechanics.

UCP of LI is proud to be an Equal Opportunity Employer and we are committed to advancing
the independence, productivity and full citizenship of people with cerebral palsy and other
disabilities.

For positions in Residential Services contact our Human Resources Recruiter at 631-232-
0011 ext. 518. For all other positions contact 631-232-0011 ext. 453.

https://specialevents.ucp-li.org/2025youngprofessionals
https://specialevents.ucp-li.org/2025WalkNWheel
https://specialevents.ucp-li.org/2025LifeWithoutLimitsGala
https://specialevents.ucp-li.org/2025HandbagBingo


Click the button below to view and apply for all available positions with UCP of Long Island.

Job Openings

UCP-LI'S 75TH ANNIVERSARY IS HERE!

We are thrilled to share that UCP of Long Island is celebrating its 75th anniversary this year!
For three-quarters of a century, we have been steadfast in our mission to support individuals

with disabilities and empower them to live a Life Without Limits.

As we commemorate this incredible milestone, we invite you to share your stories and
memories of UCP of Long Island. Whether you're a participant, family member, volunteer, or

supporter, your experiences are a vital part of our legacy.

We would love to hear from you! Please share your stories, photos, and memories by
reaching out to Jillian Cavalieri at jcavalieri@ucp-li.org. Your contributions will play a key

role in celebrating this special occasion and paving the way for an exciting future.

FOLLOW OUR SOCIAL MEDIA ACCOUNTS TO STAY UPDATED!
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